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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 1357 

E.O. 1 1652: DECLASSIFY UPON ANNOUNCEMENT OF EVENT 
TAGS: PFOR, CH, JA 

SUBJECT: SINO-JAPANESE FISHERIES NEGOTIATIONS TO RESUME 

PRC EMBASSY APPROACHED FONOFF RECENTLY TO PROPOSE THAT 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR FISHERIES AGREEMENT RESUME MID-FEBRUARY 
AFTER END OF CHINESE NEW YEAR HOLIDAY, CHINA DIV DEP DIR 
INFORMED EMBOFF. JAPANESE HAVE COUNTERPROPOSED THAT 
TALKS START AGAIN AT BEGINNING OF MARCH IN TOKYO. SPEAKING 
PERSONALLY, CHINESE REPRESENTATIVE SAW NO PROBLEMS WITH 
JAPANESE PROPOSAL. JAPANESE WAITING FOR FORMAL CLEARANCE 
FROM PEKING BEFORE MAKING ANNOUNCEMENT. OGURA ADDED THAT 
SINO-SOVIET FISHERIES TALKS DUE TO BEGIN MARCH 3, BUT THAT 
COINCIDENCE WITH BEGINNING OF TALKS WITH THE 
PRC WAS NOT DF.UBF.RATR HE HAD THE GOOD GRACE TO 
LAUGH WHEN HE SAID THAT. 

HODGSON 
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